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  I had never been to the southwest corner of Botswana 
at Bokspits when Torben Larsen went there in March of 
1991. He was collecting butterflies for his book on them 
(still unpublished). He brought back a few plants which 
were unexpected for Botswana. These included Aloe 
hereroensis, Tridentea marientalensis and Ruschia 
cononotata. Although these are widespread in South 
Africa and Namibia, they are limited to this SW area in 
Botswana. I organized a trip for December when plants 
should be at their best. (In fact it rained and we had to 
abandon the Nosob River Bed road when the river began 
flowing!) We found a number of plants of Aloe 
hereoensis as well as Euphorbia bergii, another plant 
limited to this part in Botswana. More recent trips have 
found Hoodia gordonii and Stapelia flavopurpurea. 
 This was not the first report of Aloe hereroensis in 
Botswana. Leistner, 1967, has a photo of the plant on 
the east bank of the Nosob. I have seen plants at 
Olifantshoek and Strydenburg in South Africa. At 
Strydenburg there are hybrids with other species. 
Reynolds, 1974, lists these as A. hereroensis x A. 
claviflora and A. hereoensis x A. grandidentata. He also 
reported two other hybrids from elsewhere. No such 
hybrids are known for Botswana and no other species of 
Aloe is found in the Bokspits area. Aloe grandidentata 
has been reported for eastern Botswana. 
 Another trip ten years later found most of the aloes 
dead. No obvious cause was seen. We managed to find 
one live plant which was unusual in having twelve heads 
and a well-developed stem. We took one head back to 
the botanic garden in Gaborone where it not only rooted, 
but formed an offset. This is contrary to the description 
of Aloe hereroensis as ñplants solitary, stemless or short 
stemmedéò (Glen & Hardy, 2000). A trip in 2005 
found aloes still surviving, but Hoodia gordonii had 
succumbed to the heavy rains of the previous season. 
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Fig. 1. 
Aloe hereroensis habitat - Olifantshoek 

 
Fig. 2. 

Aloe hereroensis hybrid -  Strydenburg 
 

Fig. 3.   
Aloe hereroensis inflorescence - Bokspits 
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